Caxton visited Cologne in 14713 and tarried there
to complete a version of "Le Recueii des hbtoires
de Troye." The new way of multiplying books in-
terested him, and he familiarized himself with its
methods. When he returned to Bruges he provided
the necessary equipment so that he might gratify
his friends at court with copies of the book. This
translation of the Troye book, the first book printed
in English (but not printed in England), was com-
pleted probably in 1475. It was followed by "The
Game and Pleye of the Chesse/' a treatise in which
there is more of sermonizing than of gaming, and an
even more serious account of "Les Quatre Derre-
nieres Choses." In the summer of 14*76, Charles
the Bold entered upon the campaign which was to
end with his death at Nancy. The outcome must
have been foreseen, and before the following Mich-
aelmas Caxton returned to England, where he hired
a shop, with the sign of a red pale, in the Sanctuary
at Westminster. At Bruges, his type was used after
he left by COLARD MANSION, who may have been
the workman employed by Caxton there.

The first book printed in England that is dated,
came from the shop at Westminster on November
IS, 1477. This is "The Dictes or Sayengis of the
Philosophres." It was not translated by Caxton
himself, but by his friend, the Queen's brother, Earl
Rivers, who is gaily chaffed by Caxton in an edi-
torial epilogue. One of Caxton's own works, the